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Demand continues to increase for evidence-based practices and interventions to serve learners with 
disabilities receiving services within multi-tiered systems of support (MTSS) models. In part to address 
this need, an inter-agency meeting sponsored by the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NICHD and 
OBSSR) and U.S. Dept. of Education (NCSER, IES & OSEP) highlighted the intersection of disability and 
education inclusive of learners that can obtain any disability designation under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (2004). The meeting looked holistically at experiences of learners with 
disabilities, recognizing that screening, identification, and classification of disability and intervention 
efforts vary in the developmental course, as do the service delivery system and intensity and type of 
service or accommodations needed. One theme of the meeting involved intervention service delivery in 
the context of school settings, and the potential of a MTSS framework inclusive of all children with or 
without disability. MTSS presents both opportunities and challenges for schools serving individuals with 
low- and high-incidence disabilities. The opportunities are not limited to individuals with disabilities; 
potential paths to improve outcomes for learners with disabilities involve reinvigorated general 
education service delivery. With this in mind, this special issue aims to bridge discussions between 
special education and general education research communities with the goal of improving outcomes for 
learners with and without disability.  

This special topics issue focuses on improving the academic, cognitive, behavioral, and social outcomes 
for learners with disabilities through intervention services delivered to students primarily or exclusively 
in inclusive classrooms. We are particularly interested in intervention and broader educational and 
health service delivery approaches capable of being delivered in authentic educational contexts 
including individuals of diverse ethnic, social, cultural, and income levels. We welcome intervention 
approaches targeting low- and high-incidence disabilities across the developmental span from early 
through secondary education venues.  This issue primarily invites manuscripts with a focus on rigorous 
research studies although manuscripts focused on theoretical contributions to issues of relevance to this 
call will be considered. 

Interventions targeting academic, cognitive, behavioral, and social outcomes for learners can include, 
but are not limited to: 
 

• Emotional disturbances 
• Intellectual and developmental disabilities (e.g., autism spectrum disorder, Down syndrome, 

cerebral palsy) 
• Learning disabilities 
• Multiple disabilities 
• Physical disabilities  



• Speech or language impairment 
• Traumatic brain injury 
• Visual and hearing impairment 

Interested authors should submit an abstract (no more than 500 words) describing their proposed 
manuscript. Editors will review and invite selected authors to submit full manuscripts for possible 
inclusion in the special topic. All manuscript submissions will go through peer review and meet the 
publication standards of AERA Open. An invitation to submit a full manuscript is not a guarantee of 
acceptance. 

Publication Timeline: 
July 1, 2016: Submission deadline for abstracts (submit to AERAOpenEditors@aera.net) 
August 1, 2016: Invitation to authors to submit manuscripts 
January 1, 2017: Manuscripts due 
4th quarter 2017 (approximately): Articles published 
 
Please direct questions regarding the special topic to Joan McLaughlin or Brett Miller 
(joan.mclaughlin@ed.gov, brett.miller@nih.gov). Please consult the AERA Open website for general 
guidelines on manuscript submission. 
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